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the Prieſts could not facd to miniſter, 
8 the Glory of the Lord fill'd the 
whole. Houſe. 2 y 


San Kißed this ſacred Building. And 


after this, Cs, who was appointed 
by. God. imſelf to build this Temple, 


he in a moſt ſolemn Manner Conſecrates: 
or Dedicates it to the Honour of the Su- 


pream Majeſty, and to the moſt Holy, 
Divine, and Sacred Offices. Here more- 

over, the Sons of Aron adminiftred, 

hd had divine Authority, and Com- | 


miſſion. Here they conſtantly perform- 


ed thoſe Holy Offices, that God himſelf 
had ned, and eſpecially their burn- 


ing unto the Lord every Morning, and 
every Evening, re} nd ſweet Tn- 


of _ Leviticus, from the firſt to the tenth 


Verſe; where we read that God ſpake 


to Moſes, to Sg and nt theſe 


y this eſpecial Mani- 
ſeſtation, God at once Approved and 
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(3 
80 — in ee di 5 
= nk e higheſt. Authority, 55 
Aged we. 5 hong 


nd [ſer a arts K Ir. Diving, Ko 1 
Abe: we have. thoſe. to adm ini 
who have the Authority, and arg t | 
undoubted Succeſſors of C belt on og 
2 and his Apoſtles. Ws as thoſe,. 


s; peculiar, People, their, cons 


" 


Fas Morning and 
ſo. our excellent Church bas appointed 
Morning and Evening Prayers to he 
erformed- every Day in our Houſes af | 
Prayer, as the Chriſtian Sacrifices. r 
And all theſe Things carry 
with them the higheſt Reaſon, the very 
ſtrongeſt Inducement. For ſinee God, 5 
has raiſed for us ſuch a molt Magni. 
cent World of Wonder, of Beauty, of. 
Ornament, and Bounty, for our Habs l 
tion; what can we do leſs ſor his, than 
our utmoſt in all Reſpects, to huild 0 ü 
moſt awful, and beſt of ine Tar 
And as the Limits of it are larg 
and vaſtly Extenſive, ſo we can't do le 
than dedicate, by way of Gratitude, dbu 
ſmall Spaces, which theſe Fabricks con- 
* as & thankful 8 2 „ 
2 | > © 
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2 ha de cate 


edca forme pärt of every. 
Ae and Ferne, to the publick 
i Baß nt of this unvalus Ne Be- . 
8 1 855 Anh what can be 

An "ich! the woſt ſublime Nee 
| n"to Uedicite an Order of Men, of 
the beſt Abilities,” and the Higheſt Ac 
mpliſhment, to Wait at the . and 
to. Here the moſt ſacred Functions, 
28 | mie Acknowledgment for” : 

e 921 Beiny , Enjoyments'and Hope 
thoſe of Al F the reſt of their. . 
es? Thus this Part, in a Manner, 
Shdbes 'the Whole, and becomes in 
no ſmall Degree Interbeſſors, Advocates, 
and Guardians to all the reſt, who are 
P: *in'ſecular' Concerns. Thus we 
may perceive * the Authority, the Exam- 
ple, and the Reaſons upon which we 
a&;* concerning the Places, the Perſons, 
2 Offices, and Times of divine Wor⸗ 
ip. ; 
"The n uſage was by” divine Ap? 
pointment; and in Conformity to ſuch, 
a mo} authentick Original, our ' excel 
font” Faſticutign _ has eſtabliſned ſuch 
Morning and” Evening Sacrifices, to be 
offeFed:-up every Day, as are ſuitable ny 
the Tublime Diſpenſation, that we are 
now fudder. And: becauſe *tis neither: 
7 0 "gh 
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deſign _nor cds, 
poo this boty 
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ſelf one, Bot. with offe, Petforr eſs "= 


His N 5 : Flock, than s can. be 
from the beck, immediate, ſeße 
ing Circumſtances, 'or Mis 1 a 
Life.. And becauſe 5 
Careleſneſs, N and, Ne 99 c 
this "moſt ilnpor tant 79 8 15 3 75 
1 a tay! Upon this Su ubyect, 


4 "of. Toducementt, Ah 
Har excellent 1 E 


80 4 coßgſtant daily * 


Evening Service, appointed, by outs, ha 
very beſt” : Eſtabliſbment in the whole 
10 enter ban 15 This 


World. 
important Undertaking. 3 
The Reaſon of the Sana 
Jewiſh, Sabaoth, was the | rearefal Fan 
nition of ' the Accomj 1 15 
wonderful Works of Creation. ©. And that 
of the Chriſtians includes this, and adds 
the Commemoration of the 
ſuffection of the Son of G0 


, who, by 


that reaſſumption of Liſe, lte His 
ivinity, and conipleated the Redempti- 


5 on of Mankind. 


Now in the Celebra- 


tion of this, the I.ord's- Day, when r 


come to reflect how ſmall a part of it is 


improved, in direct l Offices of RI, 9 
| and how. many other things ſeem * . 4 
| . 


y anner to command the - greateſt 
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ſure 


: "714 7 3 b 
e had but 2 Month, or a 
ſage ve Tad. we. = — Thankfulneſs 


an Joy, Welcome. and Improve every 


pportugity: of. being, in the Lamp | 
at the Hour of Prayer. We can 
e humane Means W hatſoever be ©: 
ſured that theſe. Eyes ſhall ſeè he 
Morning Glimmerings, the ſhort Lakes 
or the yells cvacludipg Feriod of Be 
next fucceedin ngle Con 
Aderation 2 admit of the lea 
Negligence ..in God's Service, but de- 
mands the utmoſt Care and Obſervance 
to improve all the bleſſed Times ap- 
pointed, to ſer. forward. our everla ing - 
Salvation, . fince ſhortly, we ſhall, have 
quite done with all that is tranſient 


pportunity to promote sur ſpiritial 
fe og then we, become the eſpecial 


Favourites of Providence; and have un- 


deniable Title 40 all the Promiſes con- 
tained in che Book. of God, as well in 


relation to this Life, as that which is to 


come. For Godlineſs has, the greateſt 


Aſſurance that can be 
| thoſe Reſpectz. Such, w 
and thirſt after. the 8 of. God, 


en, in both 


and its Righteouſneſs, . the leaſt Part or 
their Dowry are the Neceſſaries of this 
ntment are 

converted 


: Liſe, and. Ws 7 Conde 


thus purſue 
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and viſible. And when we; are ase. 825 
Jous and Unwilling to loſe, one ſingle 


8) 

cial eee, kad Pleat! 
and Re erally C Chtiſtan Patience 4s 
lkewiſe ' added, there's? no pfeſſing 
Condition that can 8 804 ſuch Perſghs 
any "more ' than \ ſeemii J. miſerable; 
for they - are 55 dernde, in S 
Aity. the -moſt- 55 amor "Ma 
10H 20G! me ini 
very Tie | Fingle'" Perſon: at- 
ih theſs our holy Offices he has, in 
Ig "eſpecial Mafiner, 'the Beheßt of ; the 


Is 


Pfayets of all the reſt of the Congregä- 
I” then 'preſent;”” And #5 the Widow's 
E Was commended here, and 
will 0 rewarded” "hereafter ; , 1 no 
4. le Petition, eſpecially in —.— 
e * be verlost, bs ſt 
0 of alt Beings; Wilkes 1 — "beſt 
BE moſt Beneficial” * Return and 
And a8. che Times appo pointed 


G We may ex 
be Wee Pct ach bulier's 
Devotion, cas if we were all but one 
'fingle Congrep ation, and upon our Knees 
"within the ſame facred/ Walls. And it 

15 the ſame J hin 


likewiſe, in reſpec̃t 


+ All the Parts 4 Chriſt's Church, Al- 


though nevet % remote or diſtant. 


We all pra the ſame” divine Spirit, 


e alle p 4 Acceprance” for the ſake of 


the fan ae Ov N 0 the 
db "oh 4 s a ame 


/ 


who! ate of! A publick, nes Te 


are moſt qualified; to receive themſelves. 
the Benefit of the Prayers of ialb the 
Congregations of Chri 's Church, all 
the World over. So. immanſe is the 


diſpenſed, and received Benefits of: the 
Communion of Saints, in Re. of ther 

Wiſhes na. 
Deſires for one another. The Indevout > 


daily putting forth their belt 


and Prophane, who" bring, or add title. 
or nothing to this divine Tre 
pretend to little or no Advantage from it. 
Such Conſiderations as theſe therefore, 
ſhould” effectually ſecure aur dall Put 
lick 'Devoetons; s — 1292 i Þ 

Here we are pay ing g chat Glory! pe 
moſt ſuitable Manher - to the all perfect 
and moſt adorable Trinity. >Weiown our 
ſel ves as lighter than Vanity and Noth 
We acknowledge our entire Depen 


upon that Self Originated, and — 


dent Being. WE freely - Declare: a 

Publiſh: our unconceivable — 
for our Creation, our Redemption, our 
Sanqctificat ion, and our Hopes of an eten 
nal moſt glorious State; When Mortality 
ſhall be ſwallowed up of Life. And thereſorę 
we here. alſo offer up our Lands, that we 


yup not'be Unzen, 9 
0 


8 ilk F r 


and extenſive Charity, thus frequent . 
Temple, they have the beſt Title, ant 


zſuty, can 
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invaluable Benefits, that the Lord our 
Cod has; and does conitantly vouchſafe, 
And that we may ſtill be approaching 
nearer to the maln and ultimate End, 
for which we pere born, and for which 
dur Bleſſed Saviour ſhed his moſt preci- 
pus Blood. We actually Sanctifie the 
Place: where we are. We Sanctifie the 
Time, which is thus improved. We 
actually SanQtibe the religious Offices we 
are engaged in; in the ſame Manner that 
we SanQtifie: the Lord God in our Heart 
according to the Apolſtle's Ixhortat! 


Ortation. 
Here we deſice more and more thoſe 
Diſpoſitions and Propenſities, which are 
Vain, Imprudent, Hurrſul, and Vicious, 
and ſtill receive new and more [lively 


Imnpreſſions of what is Good and Holy, 
not only from the Nature and Tendency 
nf the divine Ordinances themſelves, hut 
alſo from ſupernatural Communications, 
that in theſe Exerciſes always deſcend 
directly from the bountiful- Author of all 
Grace and Goodneſs, Here we have repeat- 
ed and diſplay'd the moſt ſublime and moſt 
roncerning Truths, the moſt ſublime and 
moſt concerning Precepts that ever were 

made known to Mankind. Philoſophy in the 
greateſt Perfection! We are taught the 
very Oracles of the true God. Tis a 
Rapture and Tranſport worthy of the 
.... ., Mm 


DS 


* 


%% | 
higheſt Intellectuals, but to view the 
Myſtery, the Mag: the abounding Ex- 
cellency of the Chriſtian Diſpenſation 
Is it not infinitely better thus frequently 
to be preſent in the Houſe of Prayer, 
than with the negligent and wrete| ed 
part of Mankind, to withhold What is fo 
juſtly due to the God of Heaven, and the 
Baviour of the World? And inſtead of 
acknowledging, to undervalue and flight 
the Wade Things which have been 
done, and ſuffered for them. Or with 
ſuch, daily to debilitate what is good in 
them, and to renew and invigorate all 
ioftigations to Evil. And thus induftri- 
ouſly to deſecrate themſelves, and every 
Perſon, Place, or Matter, that they are 


” 


concerned withal, 
Wicked Men daily affront and pro- 
mighty Vengeance, they do their utmoſt 
to baſten deſtructive Judgments upon 
_ themſelves, and all the World. Theres 
is abundant Reaſon therefore that pions 
and deyout Perſons ſhould be as conftany 
in their Pleadings and Interceffions with 
the offended God of Heaven; to exte- 
nuate and appeaſe the divine Wrath; to 
al Kings e een 


. ; 


144 
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1 Here We. are. ſeaſted with hat com a 
municates ſpiritual. Nouriſhment, and re- 
freſhes the chirſty Deſires of the Soul, 
Angels Food; The Body and Blooc of | 

Chriſt, by which, that Superiour and moſt 
comfortable. State of Grace. is . maintain- 
ed and improved within us. And to re- 
move. farther off, and to diſſipate the de- 
ſerved approaching Calamities. Unleſs 
it were for ſuch unwearied Interceſſors 
as theſe, who interpoſe, there is Reaſon 
to think, Vengeance , would no longer 

ithhold his deſtroying Arm, but imme- 
ately, execute the. fob Puniſhment 
due to en Tranſgreſſors. And 
conſequently. the re. 1 0 are of ſuch 
daily Peiner, e more Safe, the more 
Secure are all the telt of. Mankind, a8 
well as themſelves. Here we peak to 
the Honour of God; we do our beſt to 
| glorifie his holy Name, whilſt others are 
doing the very reverſe of i it, by their vain, 
un wicked, and falſe. Oaths, 'and_Blaf- 
1 y. Here we, are praying "for Bleſ⸗ 

| 0 Bounties, Mhilſt o many paſ- 
Gonare, furious, and reven e ul *eople, are 
Curſing and wiſhing utter. prrugion 
and eternal Damaati tion to ol another. 8 
Here — Ire. doibg ur beſt to f ocure 
the greate Good tal Men, whillt Many 
are deſigning afid"=endeavouring . tlie 
rreateſt. Evil to one another. This we 
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E ome ſhiek hy Work from 
numbeèrleſs vile. Thus we may pre- 
pondetate general aggravating Tiiquities 
Thus we may ſtem dhe Tide of eagerly 
approaching Vengeance. And 0 
Would not be deſirous to aſſiſt in theſe 
generous Eadea vous? win da 
Let us obſerve; that no one of dur 
Prayers or Thpanizgivings will be loſt, or 
inſignificant, if they be performed: a8 
the ought. Neither does their Effiea“ 
cy ceaſe as ſoon as the Performance is 
over. All theſe are recorded, and con- 
ſidered, and conceded roo, "by the Om- 
niſcient” Bounty. Thus we are daily 
Treaſuring up Favour, Intereſt, and Af. 
ſiſtance, with the Father of Mercies, not 
_only for preſent Time and Circutnſtancej 
but we may many Years after receive 
the Benefit and Effect of our Petitions 
and Lauds, expreſsd ſo long before. At 
the Hour of Death, we may expect vaſt 
Incomes of Aſfiſtance and Protection; = 
_ as the bleſſed Fruits of theſe pie 
| — 3 1 we have been 
G6 antly layin rom Day to Day; 
and a6 ar 1 etedbesdeus Pad N ets 
Thus we obtain wesen K. Riches in 
Heaven; and what we in this Manner 
remitted here, will there be paid in lar; 
Revenues, - with zaun Kaltes, 
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refore, impoſſible to know, how. 

dow improving, how durable a. 
a Man procures ſor himſelf. and 
who thus is conſtantly in Publich 


others, i 

Let us conſider what we find abroad, 
and at large among Mankind; Do we 
not perceive we are ſurrounded and 

, Injuſtice, Diſcord, Vice and Wick- 
edae(s of all forts? The Righteous and 
Pious therefore cannot but look upon 
themſelves, as it were, in the midſt of So- 
dom, where matter of Grief and Sorrow, 
upon the Account of theſe evil Things, 
is daily brought forth and renewed. 
Now the Church is, as it were, their 
little Tar, where they chooſe twice 
a Day to retire, and make their Eſcape, 
out-of a wicked and miſerable World ; 
thus having got clear of Noife, Hurry, 
and Confuſion, they joyfully enter the 
Temple with a Spirit of Seriouſneſs and 
Devotion reſting upbn them, a Place of 
Awfulneſs, Solemaity and Peace; where 
Decency, Order, Harmony, and Agree- | 
ment obtain: Where there is communis 
cated Light, and Joy, and Conſolation 
to the Soul: Where there is the beſt 
Endeavours uſed, to obtain the greateſt 
Benefits, whether Temporal, Spiritual, or 
Eternal. Here are alſo the beſt Diſpoſt- 
; | tions 
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tions and Graces of a' Chriftian Mind, 


called forth, exerciſed, and improved. 
Thus they ſweeten their Pilgrimage, and 
court Opportunities every Day, to obtain 
a Piſgah View and Proſpect; and to anti- 
cipate Celeſtial Raptures and Tranſports; 
ſuch as theſe, therefore, do not come 
heavil) forward, prefs on, leaſt neglett 
fhould offend either God or Man; but 
with Delight and Cheerfulneſs, as purſu- 
ing the higheft Privilege, the greateſt 
Advantage, and the moſt defired Grati- 
fication and Pleaſu re. 
Tis matter of the higheft Induee- 
ment, to prackiſe what I am pleading 
for, when we confider the incomparable 
Excellency of our publick Liturgy. Th 
greateſt Part of it is the pure Word of 
God, moſt wifely and pioufly Collected, 
and Compos'd in ſuch a Manner, as does 
moſt admirably eonduce to the beft daily 
Edification that can be amd at by 
the moſt aſpiring Chriſtians. ' And the 
reſt of our publick Service, as that for. 
the Morning and Evening, as our Collecks, 
our ſeveral diſtinct Offices, and our Litany, 
They are all adorn'd, and all poſſible 
Deficiency made up, and anſwer'd to, 
by making the Lord's Prayer @ Part of 
every one of them. Our ſeveral Forms 
of Thankſgiving; they are ſo much in 


Harmony with the holy Seriptures; they - | 


have 
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Deliverances, Supports, and Enjoy ments; 
and alſo in regard to all we expect, po 
hope for; hereafter. Our holy and exten- 
ſwe Devotions alſo comprehend all things 
we can deſire, in, relation to this Life, 
and that which is to come. We include 
al Perſons in the whole World, under 
hat Dignity or Diſtinction ſoever. And 
We alſo Recognize all States, . Conditi- 
ons, and Circumſtances, that Mankind are 
now in, or may be in at any time, till 
their everlaſting Eſtates ſhall be deter- 
- mined by the, concluding; Perſormance 
at that univerſal. Judgment-Seat. Eve. 
ry time we meet, every one may learn, 
or be reminded of the ſublime and undeni- 
able Principles of our moſt holy Relig: - 
on, ſumm'd up in twelve ſhort Articles, a 

Compendium, if not compos'd by the 
Apoſtles themſelves, is undoubtedly as 
ancient as thoſe early Days in which they 
Aived. Herein therefore is contain'd the 
truly ancient Catholick and Apoſtolick 
Faich, ſo many hundred Years ſince 
delivered by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, to 
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 exccedingly Uſeful and Proper; to co 
vince, to convert, to admoniſh, to re- 
prove, to exhort, to inform, and 


Pp o 


tion, and are endued with the moſt in- 
genuous 7 1 e Abilities. Thus 


we provide Meat for Men of riper ears, 
and more polite Accompliſhment. Thus 

we endeavour to manifeſt our Love to 
Chriſt, by taking Care of, and feeding his 
Sheep. We catechize alſo the younger 
Sort, ſuch. as Children and Servants: 
We teach them in ſuch a Manner as 
ſuits their weaker Capacities, what they 
are to believe, what they are to pray ſor, 


and what they are to do, in order to their 
everlaſting Salvation. We read the Pfalms 


of David, the very Quinteſſence and Mar- 


row of the whole Bible, as to what. is 
moſt Sublime and Devout, at leaſt twelve 
times every Lear: And beſides the Epiſtles 
and Goſpels appointed for Sundays and 
Holy-Days; we read two Chapters, one 


out of the Old, and another out of the 
New-Teſtament, every time we meet toge- 


ther: And thus we read the Law and the 
Prophets once, and the Goſpels and Epi- 
Hles three times every Lear. Whereby. 
People, ſuch as have 


the moſt inferiour 
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with them. Our elahorate, well digeſt-" 


_ «aa &* " * * A n "I _ - 0 N 
A 66 4 5 % of os \ * 3 ä 5 ? „ - bv Wea, SA n * RR n N = F * * >. "FX 
ot F 1 2 9 ro RN FO * * 2 0 N 4 * 9 * WILD 8 "1 IE CORY WE * % CP". PI 9 N 9 A > 3 15 Fg N n * 9 * 9 * 

1 25 3 x Q * r 2 hae LOT = * * 55 ty FR 1 - wn tel : "TRY L I wy 9 5 9 2 9 — 1 9 es * 7 77 7 2 . — n — ee * * 2 
2 * 5 A Cart ect” at 9 . 5 Vr A 8 1 6 "if; ++ N r 8 * R * — . er 5 EY N Pye hs we RE > 2 N ” 6 
1 * 3 Sts A Et. Vo A . > ——_— L 5 8 — 2 . N 2 88 wy f * + 7. 

= * 7 es. : : e 2 N 5 3 1 5 WP J * 

* 2 * * : 8 * * * 
* ” - 


3 . 3 
1 


n 
2 


!.. 
not been ſo mueh as initiated into the firſt 
Rudiments of Literature, may by conſtant 
Attendance, by ſerious Regard, and careful 
Recollefion, obtain a ſufficient Knowledge 
of their Duty, and be acquainted with hs. 

whole” Will of God, and all things ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation. Thus, again, we 
provide Milk for Babes, and manifeſt our 
Love to Chriſt, by taking Care of, and 
feeding his Lambs. Upon ſuch Motions 
as theſe, therefore, Men fhould enquire 
for, and labour after, and watchfully at- 
tend, left they ſhould: once loſe thoſe. 
happy Seaſons ; when they may be in the 
df of all theſe divine Advantages. 
It is much worthy our Obſervation, 
that ſo frequently to meet, contains 
abundance. of Advantages: every Way. 
Thus there are Opportunities twice every 
Day, to bring tender Infants, to be admit- 
red, by holy Baptiſm, in the Preſence of 
the Congregation, into Chriſt's myſtical 
Body, and viſible Church. Such as have 
received great Mercies, have theſe fre- 
quent Opportunities Publickly to make 


their thankful Acknowledgments. Some 


* 


o - 


or other are always Sick; Affficted, in 
Pain, under Loſſes and Diſappointments. 
Some or other alſo, are conſtantly dif- 
ordered in Mind, with Grief, Sorrow, Re. 
morſe, or Temptations. Thus often all 
theſe are in a general Manner publickly 

8 6 Pray'd 
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Pray'd for, not only by the pious Congre- 
gation that may meet in their own Pariſh, 

Fas. in all other Congregations . remote | 
as well as near, where our excellent Litur- - 
gy is uſed, and where they. thus frequent- 
ly aſſemble: To recollect, that they are 
AT eg d for, by the great Charity and 
Compaſſion of 5 Church, is no ſmall, 
Conſolation. If they lift up their Minds 
to God, when they can't be preſent them- 
ſelves,and deſire and beg for Jeſus Chriſt his 
ſake, that theſe Prayers may be heard on 
the behalf of their aſlited Conditions, 

this will much forward Succeſs: But ſtill. 
much more if they themſelves are preſent, 
and ſignſy their Caſe and Deſire, and join 
with the Congregation when they are {9; 
piouſly pleading - for them. But in Caſe. 
of Sickneſs, or any other neceſſary Impe- 
diment, it is without doubt, as I have, 
intimated, of great Importance to wiſh 
and deſire; but of more, to ſend and ſigni- 
ſy, you beg the Prayers of the Congrega - 
tion to God for you. Neither do our 
daily Devotions contain only theſe, but 
now nam'd religious Comforts and Con- 
veniencies, but ſuch Congregations repre- 
ſent and appear not on their on Behalfon- 
ly, but for all others alſo, whoſe Hearts and 
Souls are with them, but are with Re- 
luctancy detained from being Bodily pre- 
ſent, by the neceſſary Affairs of a buſie, 
t % - © ke 
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laborious, entangling and tyrannick World. 
And as the Children of J1/7el, when they 


made their Prayers towards Jeruſalem in 
the time of their Captivity, wiſhing they 
were there to worſhip, or earneſtly pant- 
ing after the happy Period, when they 
ſhould return : Theſe, without doubt, 
were as well accepted as if they had been 
together in the Temple. And in like man- 
ner, all truly pious Perſons, who cannot 


be at Church, if at the Hour of Prayer | 


they ſincerely wiſh their Circumſtances 
would give leave, and beg that God Al- 
mighty would accept of theſe pious Ten- 


dencies and Efforts of Mind, inſtedad 


of ſo many Morning and Evening Sacri- 
fices offered up in the Congregation, there 
is no doubt to be made but ſuch would be 
accepted, as to the main Intents and Pur- 


poſes, as if they could have ſpared ſo much 
time, and have been actually preſent with 


thoſe, who are more at Liberty, and leſs in 
Bondage. Theſe Matters ſignif that 
'tis hard to be known how much Good 
ſuch are Inſtruments of, in the Hand of 


God, who daily Viſit, and by their Pre- 


ſence adorn the Temple. 


Me are not backward if Courts and 
Palaces invite and expect our Attendance; 
and if, for our Encouragement, we are 
aſſured of the Preſence and Favour of 
Majeſty, and of ſuch, who are admitted 
if e 


8 a 9 10 n tr td Hue, oo dr Ee at 

wy 9 l „ ‚ —˙ . K ⅛˙ LE I IT ( ̃ TOES" 20" 
G * 3 5 4 112 ION? 8 3 R N 3 1 ate ©" je Ws . 
+, 2 8 4 ooh Ee. Td ER IAN PENS: > % 2 wy * * gy * Fe ER ff; 
I * 
* * 
* 

£ 

2 * 

* * 

2 


* 


2 q I - * 
* , . 2 c 8 
3 . 0 3 r 8 


Aa. 14 Dt (ONEOINL. o Ttn. 
neareſt to the Throne; the ſame Argu- 
ment every Way abundantly magnified; 
| Hhould effectually prevail, to ſecure our 
daily Approach to the Lord's Houſe. 
It is an unſpeakable Dignity conferr'd 
upon us, that we have leave to enter into 
God's Sanctuary, to ſet our polluted Feet 
upon that ſacred Ground. Or when en- 
tered, to make our moſt humble Proſtra- 
tions, conſidering whom we come to 
adore, has his principal Reſidence in the 
higheſt Heavens, and yet vouchſafes to 
manifeſt himſelf to the Souls of the Pious, 
in a more eſpecial Manner, in theſe Tem- 
les made with Hands, and dedicated to 
his Service. Here likewiſe our blefled 
Saviour has promiſed, by his divine, com- 
municative, and transforming Preſence, to 
be in the Midſt of us, in the very Cen- 
tre of our moſt devout and ardent Cogita- 
tions and Exerciſes. Here likewiſe the 
good Angels guard and defend us from 
the malicious Suggeſtions, Endeavours, 
and Attempts of the evil Ones; and moſt 
Kind and Officiouſly do what is properly 
their Office and Commiſſion, wands 
_ affiſting and putting us forward, in the 
beſt and moſt acceptable Manner of Per- 
formance. Here we are alſo Honour'd 
with the religous Converſation of ſome 
of the beſt of Men; ſome of the moſt Holy, 
and moſt Devout amongſt Mankind. 
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venerable than all the Titles in the whole T7 


6 


World without it. Thus, therefore, we 
are indeed ſeeking, and obtaining the 
trueſt Honour and Glory, leading to 


bleſſed Immortality, and preparing ſor 


an eternal happy Life. 


Ia the World, and among Mankind, 
we find too many, who e e up with 
the inferiour, and more groſs Sorts of 


Gratification; and here they ruſh for- 


ward into degrees. exceedingly. Licenti- 
ous, whereby they debaſe humane Na- 
ture, tranſgreſs the beſt of Laws, wound 


1 5 


the Mind with Guilt, adminiſter Matter 


either to fire, drown, or conſume the 


poor. abuſed Carcaſe, and haſten Death, 
beſides the fatal Tendency there is, in 
all theſe Enormities, to everlaſting Sor · 
row. Now, therefore, in oppoſition to 
all theſe infatuating Amuſements, let us 
conſider how happy they are, who chooſe 
and delight in the Pleaſures of God's 
Houſe, even of his holy Temple. They 
are the moſt ſublime that Mankind is 


capable of; they feaſt the Soul; they. 


gratifie and indulge the moſt noble and 


ſublime . Propenſities. Here we are ad- 
moniſhed of, and reliſh.. the Mercy of 


God, the Grace of the Golpel, the ſweet, 
Influences, the enlivening Agency of the. 


Holy Spirit, Here divine Fruth, divine 
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nifeſt their various moſt attractive Excel- 

| lencies, Bounties, and Gloticd. And who | 
is able to ſignify what joyſul Communica- 

tions they muſt diſpence; when the Fa- 
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culties are prepared with open Arms, or = 


F enlarged Deſires to receive them? Here we 
unanimouſly, in a publick Manner, ſer 
forth the Prates of ths Almighty; neither 
can we do leſs than wiſh that all Nations, 
as well as all Angels, might join with us, 
to male up one univerſal Choir. And 
ſtill we think there is infinitely more due 
to Him, who enkindles, maintains, and 
encourages theſe our grateful L Deſires and 
Attetapts. And as we are Candida tes for 
Heaven, ſo theſe are our conſtant Exer- 
ciſes, for our better Qualification, till we 
ſhall be call'd to our perſect Performances 
in the Church Triump — Theſe ſupe- 
rior Conſolations a aly demonſtrate, 
that, with pious Devia, we ſhould! al- 
Ways rejoyce when any one lays, A ur 
go up to the Hoaſe of the Lord. 
Io have a great Eſtate, or to com- 
mand vaſt Sums, is generally. efteem'd 
the PerfeQion of humane Bliſs, although 
they are not always with Conſcience 
and Honour obtain d. Although they 
are ſubject to Craft, and Violence, afid 
Uacertainty. Although they ſometimes 
ZE melt de, 400 fometimes fly away. 
a1 C 4 * 
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Although they never go any farther with 
us than the Grave. Although they too 
often adminiſter to Pride and Senſuality; 
to Envy, Hatred, and Revenge; and ſo 

\ pleaſe and ruine at one and the fame 
time, thoſe who appear'd to be happy. 
But now, if we devoutly frequent the 
Temple of God, we are purſuing the true 
and ever durable Riches, which cannot 
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be obtain'd, but by the Methode which 


God himſelf propoſes, and therefore will 
ſucceed. And if we be reſolved in the 
Uſe of thoſe Means to ſecure and improve 
them, they are abſolutely ſecure and flou- 
riſhing. They enrich and adorn the Soul, 
are of the ſame Nature with it, and there 

fore, as a part of it ſelf, accompanies and 
aſſiſts it, through the Vale and Gate of 
Death, to the moſt illuſtrious World of 
Spirits; and there theſe very Treaſures, 
are conſtantly to improve and make their 
Poſſeſſor ſtill more Rich, and more Hap- 
py, to everlaſting Ages. And theſe we 
firſt acquire and increaſe, in Proportion 
to our preſent inferiour State in theſe our 
Temples here below. For there we bave 
daily propos?d the beſt Arguments, the 
beſt Precepts, the beſt Encouragements, 
the beſt Examples, the beſt Affiſtance to 
grow in Mortification, in Self-denial, in 
eas" in Patience, in Divine Reſigna- 


fion, in Heavenly-Mindedneſs, in Faith, 
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ia Hope, in Charity. And when we ares 
thus Qualified and Accompliſh'd; we 
need not doubt, but we are rich in 
Grace, which can above all things ſup- 
port under the want of all outward 
Accommodations, and infinitely to be 
preferr'd to the immenſe Revenues of 
all the Kingdoms in the whole World. 
8o much Profit, ſuch unconceivable Ad- 
vantage there is, when we make the 
| beſt Improvement of what is propoſed, 
and urg'd upon us in the Houſe of God. 
in our daily Aſſemblies; which ſeems © 
to contain ſufficient, even abundant In- 
ducement, in order to comply with what 
I am now pleading for. rl. 
© Whilſt we are taken up with the 
Affairs of the World, whilſt we have 
Converſe or Buſineſs with Men- of dif- 
fering and contrary Sentiments, of dif- 
fering and contrary. 'Tempers and Cu- 
ſtoms, of differing and contrary Views 
and Intereſts, and ſometimes of no Reli- 
gion, and of moſt wretched Morals * 
Theſe Intricacies frequently perplex the 
Soul, and put it all into Confuſion, ſo 
that the moſt compos'd and excellent 


Frame of Spirit, is put into Diſorder, 
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and for the preſent our very Principles 

ſeem to be undermin'd, and ſhaken. 

Now ?tis neceſſary to be frequently in 
the Houſe of God, that we may wipe of 
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and Wickedneſs. And by 


Offices of the Sanctuary will have ſtill 


_ -. Reaſoning. 
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repeated lively Impreſſion of 
Things upon our Minds. There a ppear: 

to be no "Way like this, to —— the 
Chriſtian to bear up againſt the Aſſaults 
of an Age full of Vanity, Corruption, 
ſuch religious 
and good Cuſtom as this, the degenerate 
Practice and Opinions of Men Wil have 
leſs Influence upon him, and the holy 


+. ftronger, and more laſting Effect. 
Thus. be will advance and — in 


Sega notwithſtanding the many 
Difficulties 
mentioned. There is the ſame Reaſon, 
thereſore, to be frequently in the Tem- 
ple, as there is to deſire to gain upon our E- 
nemy, and ro be ſtill every Day nearer to 


and Oppoſitions but now 


a compleat Conqueſt. 
and Precept ought to 
have the Aſcendant; but yet *tis very 
Obſervable, that Exa mple has uſurp'd 
the general Applaud and Approbation. 5 
This is undeniable, becauſe we ſee vici- 
ous Preſidents preferr'd to the moſt 


dogent Argumentation. And though 


this is quite unaccountable by thoſe who 
act in this Manner; yet tis very conſi- 
ſtent with the Righteous, from this Cu- 
ſtom, to furniſh the World with as ma- 


* Examples of, "WR. as they 7 
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Taſtruments of ſaving many other Souls 


yen or delired ? 


at Church before Prayers begin; and if 
there be any ſhort time before the Mini- 

ſer comes, it ſhould not be abuſed by 
light, and wanton, and indecent Dif 


if we be not upon our Knees at our 


And in DPS. + 125 a gen 


dertaking, nothing ſeems to be more 
ducive, than to be frequent at the daily 


Prayers of the Church: For if this Ex 


ample ſhould prevail, there Men would 
learn every thang elſe that is Religious, 
and Praiſe-worthy ; this therefore ap- 


Paw: the moſt li ely and compendious 


of making a Man truly Good. 
15 if this excellent Practice "ho this 
bleſſed Effect, they may be the happy 


beſides | their own. And can greater 
Encouragement than this, be either gi- 


We ſhould. * take Care to obs. 


courſe, Geſtures and Behaviour: But 


private Devotions, we ſhould fit filent 


with Seriouſneſs. and Gravity, dwelling 


upon ſome holy and divine Subject, in 
our Meditations, and conſidering where 
yo are; one would think you could 
ardly / want variety of them. Recol- 
lect the rapturous Expreſſion of Jacob 
i his glorious Viſion, and the moſt 


racious Promiſe made to himſelf and 
s Seed: W the Lerd is in this Place: 
He 
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per and very uſeful in Matters of ſerious 


how many Thouſands, in a long Succeſſion 
of Years, have been here Worſhipping, 


who, *tis to be hop'd, are now adoring a- 


bove; and then you can't do leſs than 
lift up your Mind, and wiſh and pray 


ant! glorified Number. This holy Place 


is in an eſpecial Manner appointed by 


our great Lord and Maſter, to inſtruct 
and improve thoſe who are dedicated to 


his Name; may I, therefore, become 


more and more his affectionate, dili- 
gent, and improving Diſciple. I view. 
where the tender devoted Infants, who 
were born Children of Wrath, are made 
Members of Chriſt, Children of God, 
and put into a Capacity of inheriting 
eternal Life. Thanks be to God, that 

I have been Partaker of theſe infinite 
Privileges; and may TI never be want- 
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, How dreadful is thi Place! 
This is none other but the Houſe of God, 
this is the Gate of Heaven. As alſo, thoſe 
Words of the Pſalmiſt, ſignifying abun- 
dance of religious Pleaſure and Entertain» 
ment. os ne . thy Tabernacles, 0 
Lord of Hoſts; my Soul longeth, yea, even faint- 
eth rich the arg of the * L 77 Nr | 

my Fleſh rejoice in the living God! Theſe 

' Portions of holy Writ will be very pro- 


Meditation. We may alſo conſider, 


that you may at laſt add to that exalted 
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forming ſincerely my Part of that ſolemn 


Covenant. I view, the Inſtrument that 
helps our ſlow and heavy Faculties, when 
the Performance. requires we ſhould: 
be all vigour : But this is ſilent, and has 
nothing of ny in it, but When the 
skilful puts in Action all its enlivening, 
and moſt entertaining Abilities: Such 
am I, O my God, without thy holy Ins 
ſpiration, Direction, and Aſſiſtance; be 
thou therefore ever with me! I view. 
from whence I have been reproved. for 
my Sins, and exhorted, inſtrücted, and 
encouraged in the beſt of Principles and 
Practice: O Lord, let not theſe Lcd 
Endeavours be loſt upon me, or riſe up 
in Judgment againſt me, but, grant that. 

_ theſe and all others, which thy Goodneſs 
ſhall vouchſafe, may ever have the belt 
effect upon me. I view the Place Where 
Chriſt's Ambaſſadour has oſten been, 
when I have joyn'd with him in our ſo- 
lemn Devotions: O Lord, pardon all my 
Weakneſs and Infirmities, and let me 
daily be better qualified for theſe holy 
Performances, and let not any one of 
theſe united Petitions be ever. forgotten. 
before Thee. I view, as it were, the 
Hoh of Holies, where the Bread of Lile, 

and the Cup of Salvation has. been often, 
diſpens'd, and where I have frequently, 
oh So, a 
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is — * all Tt — * me to 
conſider and prepare for my latter End. 

O Lord, teach me how to make the beſt 
Uſe of all theſe kind and friendly Admo- 
nitions, and let it ever be my math Con- 
cern, to be prepared for Death, and to 
follow | all the Saints and ' Servants of 
God in their very Footſteps of Faith, of 
Holinefs, and Patience. Thus you per- 
ceive, if there be any Vacancy beſore 
Service begins, if we will attend, all theſe 
good Tho ts and Ejaculations are pro- 
pos d and offer'd to fill it up, and ſtill 
better to diſpoſe your Mind, When 
you are to join with the Congregation. 5 
Such Intimations as theſe therefore, 1 
thought, in this Caſe, might be en 
Uſe to all who are iouſly diſpos d. 
A decent and becoming Behaviour 
is required wherever we are, but much 
more in tlie Houſe of God 41 ere 2 fix d 
and ſteady Compoſure of Countenance 
fhould appear, 0 0 all the illuſtri- 
ous: Characters of a ſolid and well-con-. 
fidered Devotion: And it is not eaſy tode- 
ſcribe What a great Influence ſuch Inſtances 


may 
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] may ä have in Arp gone. t 0 1 ate 
apt to recollect the leſs ſerious, and to 
ſtir up and quicken the very beſt of Men. 
They would clearly fignify, that ſincere 


Piety is a Temper that has a great deal 
of Awfulneſs, "Maj ty, 


mmand eſty, Authority, and 
fore ftrive, who ſhall moſt excel in every 


thing of this Nature, and beſt recom- 
mend it to the Imitation of others. Thus 
Chriſtians would diſpence and receive 
daily, in our publick Aﬀemblies, inex- 
_ preffible Comfort and Advantage: Fot 
Ads of Devotion would commence Ha- 
bits; and they would be ſtill arriving at 


higher Improvements, and thefe would 
ir c © gf i eTy 
all the while be, communicating the ve- 
ry, beft of Pleaſures.” Let no Opportunity, 
therefore, . paſs by diſregarded or unim- 
proved; and ler every one be indeed 
what is expected from Þ an? when he is 
in the Tabernacle of the. m 


moſt High. 
The general Affairs abroad amongſt 
Mankind are tranſacted with impatient 
Deſire to adminiſter to Vanity, to pro, | 
more preſeor ſecular Intereſt and Advan- 
tage, and not ſeldom te deceive, inſure, 
damanifie, and ruine others: The truly. 
| Religious, therefore, are apt to ſay, Om 
Soul, enter thou not into ſuch Mens Se- 
crets. Happy are they who have leaft 
to do where there is fo much * | 
3 : ON : looſe. 
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the moſt vigorous Wilkes are ke the 
wiſeſt Methods propoſed, and the bel 
Endeavours continued and repeated, i 
order to make all the World Good Wo 
Happy. How exceedingly, therefore, are 
the ſincerely devout, ſuperiour to Men 
of mean and ſecular; Spirits? And how 
much do theſe Contradictions recom- 
mend a daily Attendance, where there is 
ſuch ſublime Aim and Intention 9 
Where Men are actually Promoting 
very . utmoſt that Nan and Re eigion 
can. require of them? 
It is impoſſible to coumerats the vari- 
ous Inſtances of God's Mercy, Forbeat- 
ance, Compaſſion, Protection, and Boun- 
_ ty. to us, every Moment ſince We have 
had Exiſtence and Ta and we have no 
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ee 285 the 997600 Aare of 7 
fame fu erlative Goodneſs; can we there- 
_ fore. forbear our daily publick Petitions 
. . When a are ſo exceed. 
. * 
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divine Q W ly ev Abbe bir 
now mentioned; and 
autos d thoſe numberleſs' Op 


loſt, and gone. This is the 

we ſhould, ſuppoſe Men to be 
nothing for ſo many paſt Years. 
Butz on contrary, tis | moſt certain, that 
before Men are truly Regenerate, they 
abuſe Time, and commit very many 
Offences, and ſtill are more and more 


debaled in their Temper. And there 


fore, when a Man begins to be Good 


at thirty or forty Years: of Age, he has 
evil Habits to debilitate and deſtroy, 


and to make good as much as he 
.can, the Wrong and Injury he has done 
to others. And therefore, although ſo 


far advanted in Years as a Man, he is 
but a meer Inſant in Chriſfianity ; and 
therefore, for ſome time, as his Strength 


is little, ſo his Performances muſt b 
but finall, ill by leeren be grows 


8 al has he can do is, 10 make 


the beſt Advantage of the Fortes! Part 


of his Life, which he ſhould have done 


'of © the Whole t mi Theſe. Remmi 


you would — > 


ties of doing Good that are all Es, por by 
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carriages, that the future Part of our 
Lie Cannot be ſo good by numberleſs 
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_—_ 2 14 


aue ſo ſar from, making up former De: 


Hpiencies, that we are now abundant- 


Ay less able to do good, and leſs qua- 
-kfied for it, than if we had ſerved 
the Lord ſrom our Louth 3 ſo that we 
are ſo ſar from redeeming former Miſ- 


Degrees, conſidered in it ſelf, as it mighe 
have been, if we had began betimes to 
be Religious. Therefore, tis very plain, 
that loſt Time, and loſt Opportunities 

ol Good, are loſt for ever. From all 
Which we conclude, that ; late Penitents 
and Converts muſt neceffarily fall ex- 
*ceedingly ſhort of thoſe high Degrees 
they might have obtain'd, if they. had 
been early in their Returns to God. 
Theſe Conſiderations ſhould cauſe us 
to ſet an ineſtimable Value upon pre- 
ſeat Time and. preſent Opportunities 
to ſerve God, and if we have loſt theſe 


a ;hitherto, 8 to 5 loſe 7 no * more — | becauſe 
| tis very clear g and ſuch Loſs 18 very 


great, not to be recovered.” This ſhould 
be a mighty Encouragement to all pi- 
us young Perſons, and to every one, 
«without delay, to be ſteadfaſt, unmovea- 
le; and.always abounding in the Work: of the 
Lord. Thus, -againz are we, convinced 
ack hears 
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the beſt Manner we can, the preſene 
favourable: Opportunities — and 
urged upon us, by a moſt indulgeht 
Providence, when wWe are daily called; 
and expected to be ſetting: forward our 
own, and the A 6f otliers, in 
God's. holy Temple] © Ii 
Moreover, when * have from our 
Youth, it may be to old Age, been con- 


| Rant Viſiters of the Temple, frequent! 


ly twice every Day, and have feldom 
or never omitted thoſe" bleſſed Oppor- 
tunities, when we could obtain leave 
from our Affairs, when Sickneſs or Paid 
have not hindred, and When we could 
gain Time to improve in this religi- 
ous Manner; when all theſe devour and rex 
ligious Hours are ſumm'd up together, 
— will amount to a very conſſdera- 
ble Part df our whole Lives. Now 
therefore, ſince we muſt render an Ac- 
count of all our Talents, and Time is 
one of them; here is 4 great Farc-of . 
a Mans Life well, and in the beſt 
Manner diſposd of; which will afford 
molt» delightful RefleRiGns im 2 Time of 
dae or at the tke Hou of Death. 
| oly- Moments as theſe, may be 
glu rens i miri Comfarrz and Joy, _ 
Hope; Aue air ſucceeded: wich an ever- 
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laſting moſt inenpreſſibly great Re- 
Ward. Such Practice as ae 
demonſtrates a wiſe, as well as a good 
Man. For what can be more Thought · 
ful 'or Prudent, than thus conſtantly 
to lay hold of and improve our 
javaluable Moments as they preſene 
themſelves, and belore they are paſo 
ſed by, and gone for ever? This is 
to live, as we shall all wiſh we had 
the. Borders of the Grave. Is not this 
_ infinitely better, than at ſuch an ex- 
piring Period, to have the Conſcience 
bring in ſuch Indictments as theſe: 
You have waſted a great part of your 
Time in Pride, in Vanity, in Wanton- 
neſs, and Folly; in Places where you 
knew you ſhould be overcome with 
Temptations to exceſs of Wine, and 
bother inebriating Liquors, | befides the 
-- numberleſs Hours that have been con- 
ſumed in the Nurſeries: of Vice, at 


phaneneſs, to be Arraigned and Con- 
ip, When a boundleſs Eternity is in 

View, and makes its very near Ap- 
rel muſt create a Torment inſup- 


rtable. Thus Men run the moſt 
. deſperate Hazard of ſinking into De- 
ſpair that ſhort time they have here, 
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